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TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

MINISTERIAL CIRCULAR No 03-2018 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT (SUSPENSION AND DISMISSAL) ACT 
2018 

The Local Government Amendment (Suspension and Dismissal) Act 2018 has 
received Royal Assent with the amendments taking effect from 20 November 2018. 

The Act was developed in consultation with the Western Australian 
Local Government Association and Local Government Professionals Australia (WA) 
in response to requests from the sector. 

The amendments provide additional powers to the Minister for Local Government 
enabling tailored assistance to be given to a council member or council. 
The amendments are designed to protect the public interest and the system of 
local government by facilitating a timely intervention by the Minister. 

Specifically, the Minister has the power to suspend and/or order an individual 
council member to undertake remedial action when the Minister is satisfied that it is 
inappropriate for the council member to continue to act as a member of council 
without intervention. 

The triggers for an intervention are: 
1. A council member is charged with an offence that (if convicted), will disqualify

them from being a council member.
2. The Departmental Chief Executive Officer has referred an allegation or

allegations of serious breach or recurrent breaches of the Act to the
State Administrative Tribunal.

3. The council member is failing to perform their role, functions or duties as defined
in the Act and the Minister is satisfied that the seriousness or duration of the
suspected failure requires intervention.

4. The council member's conduct is adversely affecting the ability of another
person, including employees or the local government itself, to perform their
functions or duties and the Minister is satisfied that the seriousness or duration
of the suspected conduct requires intervention.
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